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Area Six: East of Foreign Bridge to Archdeacon Street
(Marked A - B on drawing below)

In the 1455 rental there are two entries of property
between Foreign Bridge and Dockham Lane, one stating that
the ‘Archdeacon held of the Stewards of Gloucester a tene-
ment on the bridge where ....., dyer dwelt’. The other was
Hospital property where Peterkin Pothecary dwelt (1). Then
come seven entries from Dockham Lane to Powke Lane, a
lane that had been closed by 1544 (2), followed to the east by
six entries stretching to Archdeacon Lane. As this area has
been totally rebuilt within the last twenty years, reference to
photographs (Plate 10) has to be made to note how built up the
area was before its clearance, probably to the same degree as
the rental. Within this area once stood the 18th century house
known as the Duke of Norfolk’s Lodgings or Eagle Hall, so
called for the large stone eagle surmounting the balustrade
(Plate 9) marked C on the drawing; also the Crown & Sceptre
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Plate 9. Eagle Hall, Westgate Street, otherwise known as
The Duke of Norfolk’s Lodgings, was demolished
for the building of the ‘Dukeries’ in 1971.
Drawing by Philip Moss.
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that became the first Gloucester Infirmary from 1755 - 1761
whilst the Royal Infirmary was being built in Southgate
Street.

To the east of Little Severn or Dockham Ditch was Cor-
poration land and a tenement leased to William Lewis,
brewer, his wife Joan and daughter Katherine in 1543 (3).
Richard Sandye, the younger, was granted the lease in 1606,
followed by Samuel Baldwyn, stonecarver, in 1633. The
family of Baldwyn stonemasons were noted within the county
chiefly for their funeral monuments, especially the Table
Tombs, like those seen within Painswick churchyard. The
property was bounded by a backside in the occupation of
James Freeman on the east, by Dockham on the west, the
street on the south and Freeman’s waterway to the north. In
addition, one little parcel of ground had been taken from
Dockham and converted to a garden (4). In a lease made to
Roger Renolds, silk dyer, in 1672, in the courtyard on the east
side of the tenement stood a little back building with a
chimney. There was also a shop and an entry 2% yd wide
between the tenement and the shop (5). By 1760 a Brewhouse
and new Bakehouse had been added (6).

East of Baldwyn’s tenement was a tenement belonging to
the Corporation leased in 1650 to Alice Freeman, widow, the
west side of the tenement being built over Baldwyn’s entry.
To the east was another tenement leased to Mrs. Freeman (see
below). The property consisted of one tenement, one shed, a
garden and a way leading west at the bottom of the garden (7).
By 1746 Joseph Reeve, stonecutter, was leasing the property
and was still doing so in 1776 (8). Over 100 years had passed
since Baldwyn, the stonecarver, had leased the adjacent
property.

Adjacent to the east, were two small tenements. In the
City rental of 1509 was a lease made to Thomas Strynger and
Joan Boughan of two cottages ‘sett in the forefront on the east
side of Foreign Bridge’ with a ‘shop late built to the said
cottages’ (9). By 1549, to the east was a tenement of Sir
Thomas Bell (10). In a Hospital lease dated 1646 made to
Alice Freeman, widow, are two tenements, one of which had
been leased to Henry Darby in 1612. The second tenement,
which had been leased to Thomas Swanley in 1617, having
Dockham Lane on the east, had another house adjoining to the
north with a garden where a ‘pigg-scott’ once stood (11).

Turning to the area east of Dockham Lane, in the 1455
rental ‘the Abbot of Saint Peter of Gloucester held divers
adjoining tenements ... near the lane of Dokke Lane ...” (12).
Does the name reflect the memory of the old Roman Quay that
lay in this area? The Dean & Chapter held a substantial
tencment east of the Lane, which by 1629 was being leased to












GBR - Gloucester Borough Records.

Glos. RO - Gloucestershire Records Office.
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