





Home Farm, Westonbirt comes as a total contrast. Built in
1842 as the agricultural hub of the estate, it was designed by
E. Rich, Holford’s land agent. "’ Here, the emphasis is com-
pletely on the functional and efficient and the decorative
element is confined to minor establishments. The design was
based on an ambitious five-yard layout: a single storey cattle
fattening house with a yard for loose cattle on either side; a
large barn and steam engine house with a rick yard to one side
and a wagon yard to the other, both yards bordered by open-
fronted implement and wagon sheds with granaries built over
them and enclosed by estate workshops and cottages; a yard
for dairy cattle with open-fronted milking sheds lay to one
side of the farmhouse, which had a model dairy adjoining it.
Ancillary buildings included a weighbridge and office, isola-
tionboxes for sick cattle and a smithy. Built of brick with slate
roofs, the buildings exhibit a wealth of prefabricated iron
fittings: pillars, trusses, guttering and downpipes - typical
features of the model farm. Most of the buildings are still in
reasonably good condition, but like all Victorian model farms
they are woefully redundant. Restoration would be an un-
thinkably expensive undertaking for the farmer in today’s
economic climate.

There are several other model farms in the ancient county
of Gloucestershire, but each year they are fewer in number.
As agricultural land is swallowed up for industrial or urban
development isolated examples suffer total demolition. One
important group of buildings to disappear in the 1980s was
Walls Court farm at Stoke Gifford, near Bristol, one of the
Duke of Beaufort’s estate farms, built in 1855. The architect,
G.E. Godwin, editor of The Builder, designed a Victorian
Gothic farmstead comprising five yards, steam engine house
and barn, and stables, with a small man-powered railway
running around the steading for transporting prepared feed,
hay, straw etc. from the preparation areas to the stock in the
yards. The design also included a model dairy, dairymaid’s
and cowman'’s cottages and a schoolroom for the children of
the farmworkers: an apparently unique feature. Unfortu-
nately, Walls Court Farm was almost totally demolished in
1984-5. Court Farm, Down Hatherley, near Gloucester, a
model farm with a less distinguished pedigree and more
modest in concept and design than Walls Court farm (but
nonetheless important) was demolished in 1985. No doubt
other demolitions, have occurred.

Demolition is not the only fate of redundant farm build-
ings. The current vogue for barn conversions has even seen
the conversion of a complete model farmstead at Court Farm,
Tibberton in 1989. Whilst conversion is altogether more ac-
ceptable than demolition, and some conversions show sym-
pathy and imagination, the general standard of conversions
often leaves much to be desired. Little or no advice concemn-
ing the historical or architectural value of farm buildings
seems to be taken. The results are becoming all too evident in
the countryside: over-pretentious and over-decorative houses,
totally out of sympathy with their original design and use, as
well as their surroundings. One can only plead with planning
authorities to take informed advice about the significance of
individual farm buildings when planning permission for
conversion is sought, and to ensure that an adequate photo-
graphic record is made prior to the commencement of work.
Only then will the worst excesses of the developer be curbed.

Unfortunately, very few Victorian model farm buildings
are listed, and it is virtually impossible to get them listed. This
situation will continue until official thinking about what is
architecturally and historically important changes. These
buildings may not be architectural gems but they are histori-
cally irreplaceable. If action is not taken soon to halt demoli-
tion and to ensure a reasonable standard of conversion, then
the farm buildings record in Gloucestershire will have a
glaring gap where the nineteenth century should have been.
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