





INDIVIDUAL CHARITIES
Village Hall Benefactions

The fabric of the Village Hall is maintained by income from
the Alfred Kennedy Trust and the Church House Charity.

The Church House Charity is an amalgamation of the origi-
nal Church House Charity and the Church Lands Charity. Both
charities date back to the 17th century, or possibly earlier.

The Alfred Kennedy Trust

Judge Alfred Kennedy KC lived at Ablington House. He was
one of the United Charities Trustees and, latterly, chairman of the
Village Hall Management Committee. The Village Hall, and the
activities carried out in it, were his particular interest.

By his will Judge Kennedy left Hinton Cottage in Ablington
to the Bibury Charity. This rather imprecise description was,
however, accepted as referring to the United Charities, the cottage
was sold, and the proceeds, amounting to £3,450, handed over to
the Charity Commission for investment.

This sum forms the endowment of the 'Alfred Kennedy Trust',
for the benefit of Bibury Village Hall. The income from the charity
now amounts to approximately £900 per annum.

The Church Lands Charity

It is not clear when this charity was set up, but there are 17th
century leases in the Record Office, one of which states that the
income is 'for only use benefit and behoof of the parish of Bibury'.
This is referred to by the Charity Commissioner in his letter of
November 13 1896, in which he suggests that the income from the
'Church Lands' ought to be applied to secular purposes, such as
the increase in the income of the Hugh Westwood Trust, instead
of being appropriated by the Church.

There are references to the sale of the agricultural land in the
Trustee's minutes of March 23 1926 and April 12 1927 and the
cottages were sold off between 1959 and 1964, with the proceeds
invested by the Charity Commission on behalf of the Trustees.

One of the cottages in Arlington was sold for £250 in 1959,
and the shop and cottage on the corner next to the Almshouse
fetched £1,250 in 1964.

The Church House Charity

This also is a very old charity, with a large number of 17th
century deeds and leases in the Records Office.

In a lease deed of 1719 the income of the charity is stated to
be 'for the purpose of the Reparations and Amendments of the
King's Highways in the Parish of Bibury, and in the sustenation
and maintenance of the poor men and women inhabiting and

dwelling in the Parish of Bibury'.

Later the income from the charity was applied to church
purposes, much to the annoyance of the writer of an undated and
unsigned note which has been found amongst the Trust's papers.
However, at the time this may not have been so unreasonable, since
the local government of the village had during the 17th and 18th
centuries gradually moved over from the manorial courts to the
Vestry. Included amongst the duties of the Vestry were the
maintenance of the highways and, as late as the middle of the 19th
century, they were still appointing a "'Way Warden' to supervise
this work. After this the Highways Authority took over.

The Church House itself was a three storied house, with
lodgings for 10 poor people. In addition there seem to have been
five cottages, the rent from which was used, when not appropriated
by the church, to support the 10 poor people and maintain the
house.

The minutes of Vestry meetings in the 19th century are much
taken up by questions relating to the letting of cottages and rooms
in Church House and it is clear that rents were being charged for
the Church House rooms, and that if they were not paid, resolu-
tions were passed to eject the occupant. One occupant was a
woman whose husband was in prison, but she had to vacate the
room as soon as he came out. Presumably many of those ejected
ended up in the work house.

In 1878 the Church House and adjacent cottages were in a very
poor state of repair and at a Vestry meeting on May 14 1878, it was
proposed and agreed that they should be pulled down and replaced
by a reading room plus accommodation for four tenants. Lord
Sherborne had agreed to pay for the new construction, but
maintenance was to be covered by income from the Church Lands
(and presumably from the rents of the remaining cottages, although
this is not mentioned).

The Reading Room has now become the Village Hall, and it
reached its present configuration in 1966, when £890 was spent
on extending the caretaker's cottage and other alterations. This was
financed out of the £1,250 proceeds from the sale of the cottage
and shop next to the Almshouse mentioned above.

The Charity Commissioner, however, insisted that the interest
from the remaining balance should be reinvested until the £890
had been replaced. This has now been achieved in time for the
Trustees to finance the substantial repairs to the roof and chim-
neys which have recently become necessary.

The current income of this charity is approximately £450 p.a.

Thus it may be seen how the long history of charities in
the Bibury area have benefitted and continue to benefit both
the individuals and the community over a considerable period of
time.



