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GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVALIERS
by Russell Howes

At the end of the civil war parliament imposed fines on the
defeated royalists. The business was handled by two committees
of parliament, the committee for compounding and the committee
for the advance of money. Each left copious records, in which the
part taken in the war by local people can be traced. At first par-
liament sequestered the estates of royalists (the king did the same
to his opponents); then parliament permitted royalists to compound
by paying a single sum or fine. The amount was assessed at be-
tween one tenth and one third of the value of the property, ac-
cording to the degree of delinquency. If an estate were discovered
to have been under-valued, more had to be paid. In each county
a local committee gathered information. The committee for the
advance of money originally requested loans from supporters of
parliament; at the end of the war it demanded payments from
royalists who did not pay their compositions. These were assessed
at the rate of one twentieth of the value of their real property, and
one fifth of their personal.

John Dutton of Sherborne was one of the two members of
parliament for Gloucestershire. He went to Oxford, the king's
headquarters, and sat in the so-called parliament there. He was
fined at one tenth, £3,434.4s., but had to pay a further £1,782 for
additional particulars, that is presumably because of undervalu-
ation, and another £952 17s. 14. for property inherited from his
brother Sir Ralph Dutton. In order to pay he had to sell land.

In the parish church of Stow-on-the-Wold a tablet to John
Chamberlain recalls that he was faithful to his prince. He was finéd
at one sixth, £316, and then a much larger sum, £1,180, for
omissions. Any one who discovered undisclosed income could
claim one fifth of the composition; Joseph Collett spent eighteen
months and £140 prosecuting Chamberlain.

George Brydges, Lord Chandos, had published the king's
commission of array calling up troops. He was fined at one third,
£12,440, and at one tenth £4,976. The total was abated by £1,000
when he agreed to provide £100 a year for a minister at Haresfield;
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hanged by Massey. After the war another of his servants John Penn
shot at a parliament soldier with a fowling piece.

To be in a garrison of the king was taken as evidence of de-
linquency. Several Gloucestershire men went, like John Dutton,
to Oxford. Dutton's colleague in parliament, Henry Brett, sat in
the assembly there. Sir Edward Bathurst of Lechlade seems to have
been a prisoner in Gloucester, for a ransom of £80 from him was
recorded in the accounts of Thomas Blayney, the treasurer of
Gloucester garrison®; he was said to have paid £160 at Oxford for
his baronetcy.

TURNING OF THE TIDE

King Charles I surrendered to parliament, but in 1648 there was
a rising by English and Scots in his favour. Thomas Green of
Painswick was a captain in this insurrection. Sir Humphrey Tracy
was in arms in Kent. A letter was sent to Elizabeth Colchester by
Thomas Colchester her brother-in-law, threatening to reveal that
her son Duncombe had been in arms against parliament'?. The
belligerent clergyman Richard Bridges said in the pulpit that he
hoped God would make parliament bow to the Scots.

Charles II endeavoured to win back his throne in 1651, again
with Scottish help, but was defeated at Worcester. Anne Poole, a
widow of Cirencester, was accused of having aided the army of
the King of Scots with money, provisions and intelligence, and
harboured royalists at the time of the Worcester fight.

It is remarkable how many royalists told the committees that
they had served the king only because forced to do so. John Dutton
said that, as his house at Sherborne was only 18 miles from Ox-
ford, he had been obliged to comply with the king's party. The
proximity of Bristol was given by Sir Maurice Berkeley of Stoke
Gifford as his reason for siding with the king. When Rupert and
Maurice took Cirencester, they quartered at the house of Sir
William Master, and forced him, as he said, to sign warrants for
contributions. Sir Edward Bathurst said that he signed warrants
for the king, constrained by the nearness of the king's garrisons.
William Poole of Sapperton said that he and his father were forced
to comply with the king's party while they prevailed in the county.
The threats and potency of the enemy constrained Sir Humphrey
Tracy to yield to them. William Jones of Naas protested that his
name had been inserted in a commission for the king without his
consent by Sir John Wintour. The same excuse was given by
Thomas Morgan of Hurst in the Forest of Dean, who asserted that
he had been plundered by the king's party.

The royalists of Gloucestershire did not give up hope during
the commonwealth. When the government in 1655 ordered lists
of suspects to be drawn up in each county, Major General
Disbrowe listed over 200 people in Gloucestershire!'. Of the 55
or so royalists named in this article eight were on Disbrowe's list.
Whereas the committee for compounding and the committee for
the advance of money inevitably dealt with men of property, the
major general's list included royalists of humble occupation; for
example, the 14 suspects at Berkeley included five labourers, two
carpenters and two joiners. In the Forest of Dean and west of the
Severn there were only 11 suspects, all of them gentlemen, even
though this had been Sir John Wintour's area. In north east
Gloucestershire were 28 suspects, 16 of them gentlemen. The
greatest numbers in the Stroud area were eight at Horsley and six
at Minchinhampton, and they included broadweavers and
cordwainers. The 18 suspects at Cirencester ranged from Sir
William Master to Samuel Stitch a labourer. The greatest con-
centrations of royalist suspects were in south west Gloucestershire:
14 at Berkeley, ten at Wickwar, nine at Cromhall, the parish of
Richard Bridges, and 14 at Thornbury; most of them were in
humble occupations.
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