





Mickleton, Naunton, Oddington, Stanton, and Great, Little and
Wyck Rissington. In all these places, the lords of the manors gave
up their rights to small payments from the copyholders of the area.
(25) 1t is notable that these were nearly all former monastic estates.
The monasteries had been conservative landlords; far from being
rapacious, they probably maintained the bulk of their rural tenants
on their small farms. Some of the new men, who bought manors
from the crown after the dissolution of the monasteries, then made
a quick financial return by dismembering the manors and selling
the manorial rights. Where this happened, it encouraged the
freeholders to build new houses. Some of the rebuilding of rural
England is related to this change in property rights. As in Stanton,
a few larger farmers and landholders became yeomen and
gradually absorbed smaller estates; some freeholders’ farmhouses
became cottages. The farmhouses and yeomen’s houses of the
seventeenth century together create the typical Cotswold village.

NOTE

This article is based on part of Chapter 8: The Disappearance
of the Cotswold Peasant, in The Cotswolds, to be published by
Phillimore and Co. Ltd. later this year.
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