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THE EARLY M ANORS OF . ONGBOROUGH
by Margaret Shephard

big question mark hangs over the early history of
Athe manors of Longborough, or Langeberge as it
was known in the Middles ages, which may be
why the history of this large parish has been neglected by
modern writers on the Cotswolds. I hope this article may

encourage them to look again at the mystery surrounding
the entries for Langeberge in the Domesday Book.

Three Domesday manors are listed under
LANGEBERGE, two of which are in Witley Hundred,

and there is no dispute that these two entries refer to the
present parish of Longborough. The third entry, under
Kiftsgate Hundred, refers to the Royal Manor of
LANGEBERGE with a member named Mene. This is
the only reference to the Kiftsgate Hundred in Domesday
book, and, in spite of the fact that the whole olf
Longborough was in Kiftsgate Hundred by at least 1221,
a theory that the Royal Manor of LANGEBERGE was
not part of the present Longborough, but situated
elsewhere in Gloucestershire, seems to have become















Summary

1. The extent of the land in Longborough at the end of
the 13th Century seems to equal, if not exceed, the area
of the three Longborough entries in Domesday Book,
taking into account the exclusion of Maidenhill in

1086.

2. The Inquisition of 1275 shows that the main manor of
Longborough had affiliations with Winchcombe (See
Evk.B.[(116) in Domesday Book.)

3. Every one of the references quoted refers to land in the
present parish of Longborough, and there is absolutely
no evidence that there was another Longborough or
Langberge elsewhere in the County, or adjoining
counties.

4. The Quo Warranto Proceedings involved searching
enquiries into ancient rights of the Crown. The
reference to the main manor of Longborough as
somewhere “which is from ancient times the demesne
land of the Crown of the Lord King” surely does not
mean only the land of Humphrey the Chamberlayne,
which was occupied before the conquest by four
Freemen, but refers to the major part of the Royal
manor of Langeberge cum Mene.
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