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THE CHAMPIONS OF THE VALE

by Constance Cuff

hampion was a fairly common name in

Gloucestershire in the eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries. This study is confined to
the Nibley-Dursley family with its branches near
Frampton Cotterell.

William Champion and his family lived in North
Nibley in the time of Elizabeth I. Probably the family
worked on the land or took up allied trades; Daniel
Champion of Dursley (died 1723) was a broadweaver.
William’s son, John, and grandson, Christopher, and
their families continued to live in Nibley, but the next
generation - John Champion (1680 - 1731) and his
family moved to Stinchcombe, and later Upper Cam.
It appears that the family increased and prospered
because there are several imposing table-tombs with
this name in the churchyard of St. George’s Church,
Cam.

John’s elder brother, Joseph, is described as
‘husbandman of Dursley’ in his will dated 1699, but it
was John’s son, William, who saw a great
improvement in the family’s fortunes during his long
life of 90 years (1714 - 1804).

William married twice; to Rachel Jones of Cam in
1736; and to Rachel Bendall in 1764. (The Bendalls
were hatters in Dursley.) William had fourteen
children of which nine survived him. Eight of the
sons reached adulthood, so it is likely that they moved
out into the villages of the South Vale to find
employment.

James, the eldest, went to Berkeley; Josiah (who
married Hester Rudder of Uley) may have stayed
locally; and John (b.1748) probably started farming at
Alveston where the Champion family have continued
farming to this day.

The eldest son of William’s second family was
Samuel, and in his will of 1803 William left to him
the management of his estate, including the saddler’s
shop in Parsonage Street, Dursley, which he had
founded in 1778. (Other members of the family had
prospered in this trade also.) William Champion
owned houses and land in Cam and Dursley, some of
which remained in the family till 1932. William was
described as a ‘Yeoman of Dursley’.

Samuel continued to carry on the saddlery business in
Dursley, and lived next door. He became an
important citizen of the town and was Bailiff in 1808.
His brother, Peter, followed his mother’s family trade
and became a hatter with a factory in Frampton
Cotterell. The hats they made were of generally high
class, some made of felt, some from rabbit skins. In
1789, Peter married Hester Goulding of Frampton
Cotterell and they had ten children, three boys
(William, George and Samuel) and seven girls.

A Criminal Son

William followed his father’s trade, but unfortunately
he was tried in Gloucester in April 1823 for receiving
stolen goods (hat blocks) and was sentenced to
fourteen years transportation to Australia. He was
twenty-two at the time and left a wife and baby
daughter behind. They must have followed him soon
after, because a son, William, was born to them in
1827. William and his family settled in Hobart,
Tasmania, and he established himself as a hatter,
making hats from silver-haired rabbit skins, but this
did not prosper, and he became the owner of a
brewery and public house which he called ‘The Jolly
Hatter’s Inn’.












