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FROM WESTCOTE TO NEW ZEALAND IN THE 1870s

by Angela Dix (archivist) and Pamela Rouse (secretary) of Westcote Local History Society

History Society in 1987, the Rector made the

contents of the parish chest available for
inspection. Amongst other interesting documents, an
exercise book was found containing notes taken from
the churchwardens’ and overseers' accounts. One
sentence read ‘In 1873 31 people left Westcote for New
Zealand, two of C.T.'s brothers in the party’. To lose
that many people from a small village of approximately
250 must have left quite a void. Unfortunately the
names of the emigrants were not given. It wasn't until
1992, inspired by a talk on New Zealand emigration in
the 1870s, that it was decided to start a search to try to
identify those who had left and subsequently trace their
descendants in New Zealand.

S oon after the formation of the Westcote Local

The little village of Westcote lies on the borders of
Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire. There was
considerable unrest among the agricultural workers in
the 1870s. There had been a rash of land enclosures in
the 1850s, especially in the Wychwood Forest area.
Depressed farming in the 1870s brought great hardship,
especially as families were often very large. The 1870s
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saw the establishment of the Agricultural Workers'
Union by Joseph Arch. In 1873, the New Zealand
government offered free passages. When the really
harsh times came, the Union encouraged emigration.
The Oxfordshire agent, who organised the emigrations,
was R C Carter. He held meetings in the Wychwoods.
One, at Milton, in November 1873, attracted 500 to
600 people.! Westcote is very near to the Wychwoods
and the enthusiasm would no doubt have spread from
there.

The Emigrants

As the local history society's archivist, I was faced with
a considerable challenge in my search. The only
available clue was the initials C.T. in the parish
notebook. We have in our archives copies of the census
returns, 1841-91. So I looked at the 1871 and 1881
censuses and made a list of any families who were
missing from the 1881 return but had been there in
1871. 1 then checked the burial registers and deleted
any who had died during that time. This left me with












