Stevens, Pauline, Ebley, Stroud - Cider Factories, Inns, Laundries, an Orphanage
and an Anglo-French Ladies’ College, Stroud Local History Society, 2025, £12

Booze, bricks, books and more — a review by Will Foster, February 2025

Pauline Stevens’s latest volume of local history provides an easily read account of
the major businesses in Ebley (near Stroud) from the early 19" Century to bringing
the stories up to date. The meticulous research is supported by very many
photographs of the buildings with carefully annotated maps to identify the locations.

The book, published by Stroud Local History Society, vividly describes the local
entrepreneurs, their lives, successes ...and disasters! Pauline has researched local
newspaper archives, canal archives, census records, ancestry sites as well as old
maps and land tax surveys. The many illustrations mostly come from local picture

archives with supporting modern photographs by the author.

“Stroudies” and local history enthusiasts alike will enjoy the interesting account of
over 15 businesses, with some surprising facts unearthed by Pauline. From cider
makers and pubs, to laundries, schools and local worthies, this book tells their

stories in fascinating detail.

Available as an e-book from www.lulu.com and in print from Stroud bookshops — see

website for details www.stroudlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
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