Gloucestershire Local History Association Summer Afternoon meeting 2026

The Association’s Summer Afternoon Meeting was held at the Church of St Mary & St Peter at
Tidenham on Saturday, 20" June, and was organised by Tidenham Historical Group with the
support of The Friends of St. Mary & St. Peter’'s Church. The event was attended by about 60
people from Local History Groups across the County.

The afternoon began with a welcome by Sally Self, retiring Chair of GLHA, followed by ‘An
introduction to Tidenham Parish’ by Richard Clammer, Chair of Tidenham Historical Group.
Attendees then had a choice of one of four walks or visits.

Some chose to drive the short journey to Tutshill for a walk with Liz McBride through Tutshill
village to view two significant houses, Penmoyle and Eastcliffe. The latter was built in 1925 and
walkers were greeted by the present owner Robert who explained the history of the house. He
led people into the garden to walk along the spectacular cliff top path with dramatic views of the
River Wye below. The walk continued through the fields to view the medieval watch tower and
returned past the village school attended by author J. K. Rowling.
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Others chose to walk with Dick Finch from the church to the route of the former Chepstow to
Monmouth Wye Valley Railway (now the Wye Valley Greenway) viewing Tidenham Tunnel, the
site of Tidenham Halt and other historical features and passing the modern Tidenham Manor.

For those who preferred to stay at the Church, there was the option of a detailed guided tour of
Tidenham Church and churchyard, exploring its long and fascinating history, architectural details
and discussing the story of many of the significant people buried in the churchyard.

Alternatively there was a visit to the former Beachley to Aust ferry ‘Severn Princess’ which is
undergoing restoration as a static exhibit in Chepstow. The Old Passage ferry was the only
vehicle-carrying crossing of the Bristol Channel below Gloucester until 1966 when the Severn
Bridge was opened and the vessels withdrawn. ‘Severn Princess’ became a workboat on the
west coast of Ireland until discovered in a derelict state and brought home. One of the leaders of
the project, Richard Jones, explained her history and the restoration project.

The day was rounded off in the traditional GLHA fashion with tea and cakes and the chance to
chat with fellow local historians.
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Left: enjoying tea
Centre: view from the church
Right: at the Severn Princess




